Abstract. As part of the Common Agricultural Policy, the European Union offers a complex system of rural development interventions, an increased flexibility, allowing through the Rural Development Plan the design of financial envelope according to the national specificity, based on the principle of subsidiarity, The paper examines, using a comparative analysis based on national data, as well as the statistics provided by Eurostat, how Rural Development Plan and the National Plan for Local Development (funded by the national government) have effectively contributed to the sustainable development of rural areas from Romania, emphasizing some specific aspects of the implementation.
Introduction
The major objectives of the rural development policy are the enhancement of the quality of life of the rural population and improvement of the overall competitiveness of rural areas; whilst agricultural policy has the improvement of farmers' incomes as its main goal, even if agricultural policy objectives have been evolving in many countries and at present they often include environmental objectives and the production of non-output goods (multifunctionality of agriculture) (OECD, 2006) . TheEuropean Union sustainable development strategy emphasizes the need for a cost-effective implementation of political measures , being relevant for funding programs for rural areas (Uthes 2017 ).
Romania has a rich natural environment and high biodiversity, including the Carpathian Mountains, the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve and 300,000 ha of virgin forest. Natural and seminatural ecosystems cover around 47 % of the national territory. Approximately 2.4 million ha of the country's semi-natural grassland is classified as of High Nature Value (HNV).
Rural areas are typified by a scattered population and very low quality infrastructure (only 33 % of rural residents are connected to a water supply network, only 10 % to a sewerage system and only 10 % of rural roads are of adequate standard). Basic social infrastructure (health and education systems, finance and credit provision etc) is also much less developed than in urban areas. These factors affect the quality of life in rural areas, hamper economic development, increase outmigration, and exacerbate health and environmental problems (Brandt 2007) . The rural economy is highly dependent on agriculture and forestry, with low development of alternative activities, and lower incomes than urban areas. As Member State since the 1 st of January 2007, Romania choose to have one RDP for the whole country.
The aim of the paper is to analyse the way the funding through the NPRD contributes to a sustainable rural development, by analyzing the indicators related to the economic, social and environmental dimensions of the rural sustainable development, in the economic, social and environmental indicators, in accordance with the stipulations of the National Plan for Rural 
Achievements of the National Rural Development Plan 2007-2013
During the 2007-2013 funding period, improving the quality of life was a stated goal of the rural development policy within the framework of the EAFRD Regulation, and a strategic priority of the European Union (EU) (Moser 2018) .
The overall objective of the first planned period of the National Plan for Rural Development NPRD was to increase the competitiveness of the agri-food and forestry sectors, by improving rural areas, quality of life in rural areas and environment protection. In order to achieve these objectives, at NRDP were defined four axis: Axis 1 "Improvement competitiveness of the agricultural and forestry sector", the overall financial allocation, was 4. introduction and development of new technologies and procedures, production diversification, adjusting the profile, level and quality of production to market requirements including the organic production, as well as obtaining and using energy from renewable sources (Fig. 1a) .
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Source: Authors' calculation based on MADR data Axis 2 "Improvement of environment and rural area", with a total cost of € 3.163. Measure 322 "Village Renovation and Development": 3,317 applications, of € 7,64 billion (allocation of EUR 1,6 billion); 877 contracted projects, of 1.73 billion euros; payments: € 1.4 billion (Fig. 1c) .
Axis 4 The total public expenditure of the RDP 2014-2020 is € 9.441 billion. The highest share is allocated to four measures: 26.6 % allocated to Measure 4 -Investments in physical assets, 13.8 % for
Measure 13 -Payments to areas facing natural or other specific constraints; 13.8 % is allocated for Measure 7 -Basic services and village renewal in rural areas and 9.5 % allocated to Measure 6 -Farm and business development (Tab. 2). • 30 000 farmers and owners of small processing units will be trained linked to development of their farm/food businesses (particularly small and young farmers);
• more than 150 000 farmers will be trained on how to better deliver environmental and climate-related benefits.
Food chain organisation, including processing and marketing of agricultural products, animal welfare and risk management in agriculture
• modernisation and support of the investments of nearly 300 food processing units;
• setting up of 62 new producer groups;
• participation of 620 holdings, to support cooperation projects;
• new participation by 400 farmers and groups of farmers in quality schemes;
• 5 000 farmers will be supported for premium for insurance;
• 600 pig and poultry holdings will receive payments for the animal welfare commitments.
Restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems related to agriculture and forestry
Environmental and climate payments for:
• Million hectares of agricultural land
• 800.000 hectares of forest Payments for organic agricultural practices:
•
hectares
Resource efficiency and climate
• 435 projects for modernisation of existing irrigation infrastructure (for 400.000 hectares of agricultural land);
• 870 investments targeting the reduction of GHG and NH3 emissions.
Social inclusion and local development in rural areas
• 27.000 jobs (2 000 will be created under LEADER) • 800 projects will be supported to improve small-scale rural infrastructure, improving living conditions for some 27 % of the rural population • 400 local cultural patrimony buildings will be restored and preserved
Source: authors' synthesis -European Commission data
Analysing the current situation, the value of the submitted projects on measure 4 exceeds more than 170 % the financial allocation, the highest exceeding being registered for Measure 4.1a -Investments in fruit growing sector and Measure 4.2 -Support for investment in processing/marketing of agricultural products (172 %). 
National Plan for Local Development
NPLD is a multi-annual funding program coordinated by the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Administration from Romania, whose main objective is to support the sustainable development of the administrative-territorial units (MDRAP 2019). The comparative analysis of the two NPLD stages emphasizes a raise of 68.75 % of the allocation for local development.
Conclusions
Based on the principle of subsidiarity, Romania selected the rural development measures which fit to national circumstances: negative demographic trend -declining rural population, poor development of non-agricultural activities which generates the rural population's dependence on subsistence agriculture; low level of labor productivity; low level of primary education graduation and high school abandonment of compulsory education compared to urban areas; underdeveloped entrepreneurial culture, characterized by lack of basic managerial knowledge; low income per household; poor quality of tourism infrastructure and rural tourism services; underdeveloped or incomplete basic rural infrastructure (especially in mountain areas) -road, water, sewerage, electricity; limited access to basic social services (health, care of the elderly, kindergartens, etc.); increased share of the rural population at risk of poverty or social exclusion; degradation of traditional settlements with cultural value and historical monuments.
The statistical analysis of CMEF baseline indicator data, emphasizes the synergy (including territorial) between national and EU development programs.
Analysing the statistical national data, one emphasizes opportunities as: creation of new SMEs with non-agricultural, cultural, creative and cooperative activities in rural areas; further support investment in local agricultural and non-agricultural activities and rural services; development of basic infrastructure and services as a prerequisite for increasing the attractiveness of rural areas; the use of skills and capital assets by persons who have worked on external labor markets
